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and cultural crisis of our time consists in the increasing inability
of many religious people to accept dogmatic religion, in contrast
to those who find in revealed religion a necessity for their
spiritual life. The poetry of Wordsworth and of Keats and their
respective attitudes towards Christianity present the issue;
and it is a question of the greatest importance for the whole
of modern life and the future of civilization.
Now dogma may be regarded as a concrete mode of appre-
hending what, if it were stated abstractly in prepositional form,
would become a philosophy and as such cease to command the
minds of men. Religion is not philosophy, and dogma is not
mere proposition. A dogma may be regarded as a mode of
apprehending what evades expression in abstract form, and
which, by its appeal to the imagination, remains the form in
which what is claimed as religious truth may be most effectively
and compulsively conveyed. A condition of the power of religion
which is to be universal is that it be available and eflFective
for all minds, educated and uneducated alike; and the concrete
historical form of conveying the religious imagination of the
world is for that reason the only possible one. That is not to
say that Christian dogma was deliberately adopted, in the
growth of the Church, as the most signal way in which what
was originally grasped as a philosophical whole might have
expression and find its way to men's minds. For Christian
dogma has never been resolved by Christian thinkers into a
philosophical scheme having universal acceptance; nor did
dogma take its rise from such a scheme. Dogma was the natural
way in which the religious apprehension of the world occurred;
it was not, that is to say, a piece of 'pious fraud* deliberately
and deceptively imposed on a too credulous world. It was only
as dogma that Christianity first fired the imagination and lives
of men; and only as dogma will it in the future continue to do
so. It is the only way in which the craving for an absolute and
final knowledge could and will find satisfaction, a final revelation
embodied in a life lived under conditions of space and time.
Only thus could the wealth of thought and feeling which is